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Dear Colleagues: 

Over the past five years, I 
have been a vocal advocate on 
behalf of Washington’s public 
schools for a sensible solution 
to the McCleary decision. In 
July, we began digging into the 
details of EHB 2242 to better 
understand its impacts. Our 
initial perspective was that it 

fell far short of the constitutional standards laid out 
by the Court in their 2012 ruling and subsequent 
orders. Based on deeper analysis and countless 
conversations with educational leaders across the 
state since July, that perspective has only been 
strengthened. 

Given that viewpoint, we were deeply saddened by 
the Court’s November 15 order. In that ruling, the 
Court agreed with the State that EHB 2242 met 
the constitutional standard in all ten elements of 
basic education funding. The only problem they 
identified was that much of the new salary funding 
included in the plan wasn’t allocated by the Court’s 
2018 deadline. As a result, the $100,000 per-day 
sanction will continue, and the Court will retain 
jurisdiction in the case. Further sanctions are 
possible if the Legislature doesn’t act by March 8, 
2018, to address the salary funding issue.

The bottom line with this decision is that for all 
intents and purposes, the McCleary fight is over. A 
big lift remains for the Legislature in the upcoming 
short session to find the $1 billion needed to 
fund their new salary allocation by the Court’s 
September 1, 2018, deadline. Apart from that 
issue, there will be no pressure from the Court to 
fix any of the numerous flaws identified in EHB 
2242 during the past few months. 

It’s likely I wasn’t the only one who spent a few 
days following the Court’s ruling to mourn that 
decision. As a colleague frequently advised earlier 
in my career, after such a loss we need to dust 
ourselves off and get back into the fight. While the 
terrain has changed by this ruling, the fight is the 
same as it was prior to the lawsuit. We’ll need to 
continue advocating for policies and budgets that 
support the diverse learning needs of the over one 
million students we serve.

The major change in that advocacy is we can no 
longer count on the Court to spearhead our efforts. 
Our success will come down to the relationships 
each of you build and the information you share 
with your local legislators. It’s clear as those 
discussions have occurred during the summer 
and fall, most legislators had little understanding 
of the impact EHB 2242 would have on their 
local schools. It’s up to each of us to help them 
understand those impacts.

As we engage in that dialogue, it is important 
to recognize the positive side of what legislators 
have done for our schools. The graph in Figure 1 
(next page) shows the K–12 funding trend since 
1980. Two things are worth highlighting in this 
data. First, the trend in funding growth increases 
significantly since 2013. That change reflects 
legislative actions to address the McCleary ruling. 
The line chart shows an even more noteworthy 
trend. It displays 2019 as the first year since 1983 
in which K–12 funding represented over 50 
percent of the state’s operating budget. With the 
future funding commitments in EHB 2242, that 
percent is estimated to continue growing through 
2021.
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Any conversation with legislators that begins without a recognition 
of these historic contributions is likely doomed to failure. Achieving 
those increases has been one of the most difficult policy issues they 
have faced. It would also be wise to avoid the terms “paramount 
duty” and “McCleary” in discussions with legislators. For most, if 
not all of them, this issue is now in their rearview mirror, and they 
have little interest in revisiting it.

continued from page 1

Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Twitter for information on upcoming 
conferences and workshops, legislative news and updates, and school news. 

ARE YOU 
CONNECTED TO 

WASA?

This is a historic time for public education in Washington. While 
we didn’t achieve all that many of us hoped would be the outcome 
of the McCleary case, the state’s overall school-funding level has 
never been better. Our advocacy role in the aftermath of EHB 
2242 is to help policymakers identify fixes for the many problems 
and inequitable impacts created by the bill. Our kids are counting 
on each of us to carry that message on their behalf. So, let’s dust 
ourselves off and get back into the fight!

Figure 1

https://www.facebook.com/wasaoly
http://twitter.com/wasa_oly
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Nominations Requested for 2018–
19 WASA President-Elect 
Lois Davies, WASA Past President, is seeking nominees for WASA 
President-elect for 2018–19. Nominees must presently serve as an 
administrator on the west side of Washington. Nominations can be 
made by regions, components, individuals, or by self nomination. 

The deadline to submit a nomination is Friday, January 19, 2018. 
The campaign will include information in several Hotlines, candidate 
brochures emailed to all WASA members, and candidate speeches 
are given during the WASA Honorary Award Luncheon at the 2018 
WASA/AWSP Summer Conference. Electronic ballots will be emailed 
on Wednesday, August 1, 2018. Please direct questions and forward 
nominations to Lois Davies, Superintendent, Pateros School District, 
at 509.923.2751 x4. Or by email at ldavies@pateros.org.

See Executive Director Bill Keim’s most recent post about funding McCleary. The post can be 
found at http://billsblog-wasa.weebly.com. Bill updates his blog regularly, so check back often 
for association news, information on education issues, and education success stories.

BILL’S
BLOG

Recruitment for New WASA 
Executive Director Underway
The recruitment process is now underway for the next WASA 
Executive Director. Executive Director Bill Keim retires effective 
June 30, 2018, after five years of exemplary service to the 
Association. Dr. Dennis Ray, of Northwest Leadership Associates, 
is conducting the search on behalf of the WASA Board. Key 
responsibilities of this position include: leadership, government 
relations, inter-agency relations, communications, member relations 
and services, organization management, and contract services. 

To apply, applicants must submit application materials 
electronically by January 29, 2018, to Dr. Dennis Ray, Northwest 
Leadership Associates, at dennisray@superintendentssearch.com. 
For questions, Dr. Ray can be reached at 509.979.5561.

To view the complete WASA Executive Director Recruitment 
announcement, go to http://bit.ly/2zGeJYg.

This year’s conference is being held in Nashville, Tennessee, 
February 15–17, 2018, at the Nashville Convention Center.  
The conference offers many opportunities for professional 
learning and breakout sessions.  General session speakers 
include: 

• “Leadership Lessons from the White House” with Doris 
Kerns Goodwin on the American Presidents.

• “The End of Average” with speaker Todd Rose, President 
and Co-Founder, Center for Individual Opportunity, 
Burlington, MA.

• “Education Reimagined” with speaker Sal Khan, Founder 
and CEO, Khan Academy, Mountain View, CA.

Visit http://nce.aasa.org/ for further information.

Northwest Reception
(Held in conjunction with the AASA National Conference on 
Education)

Friday, February 16, 2018
Omni Nashville Hotel
250 5th Avenue South
Nashville, TN 37203
Cumberland Rooms 5 & 6
5–7 p.m.

Hosted by: 
Alaska Council of School Administrators
Montana Association of School Superintendents
Confederation of Oregon School Administrators
Washington Association of School Administrators

mailto:ldavies%40pateros.org?subject=
http://billsblog-wasa.weebly.com
mailto:dennisray%40superintendentssearch.com?subject=
http://bit.ly/2zGeJYg
http://nce.aasa.org/


Page 4wasa Hotline • December 2017 

RETURN TO PAGE 1

Upcoming Conferences
2018 WASA/WSSDA/WASBO LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE

January 28–29 | South Puget Sound Community College & 
Capitol Campus, Olympia

Register now at www.wasa-oly.org/Leg18.

2018 ERNN REGIONAL WORKSHOPS

Registration opens December 6 at www.wasa-oly.org/ERNN18.

2018 AASA NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON EDUCATION

February 15–17 | Nashville Conference Center, Nashville, TN

Register at http://nce.aasa.org.

2018 WASA WINTER CONFERENCE: LEGAL ISSUES

February 27 | Four Points by Sheraton, Seattle Airport South,  
Des Moines

Register now at www.wasa-oly.org/Winter18.

2018 WASA SPRING CONFERENCE

March 12–13 | Wenatchee Convention Center, Wenatchee
For Small Schools Leaders

Exhibitor registration opens December 14.
Conference registration opens in January. 

2018 WASA WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

May 5 | Campbell’s Resort, Chelan

2018 WASA SUPERINTENDENT CONFERENCE

May 6–8 | Campbell’s Resort, Chelan

2018 WASA/AWSP/WSSDA EQUITY CONFERENCE

May 23 | DoubleTree Hotel, SeaTac

2018 WASA/AWSP SUMMER CONFERENCE

June 24–26 | Spokane Convention Center, Spokane

2018 WASA INCOMING SUPERINTENDENT CONFERENCE

July 23–24 | DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel, Olympia

2018 WASA/OSPI SPECIAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE

August 2–3 | Hotel Murano, Tacoma

2018 WASA FALL CONFERENCE

October 9 | Location TBD

The WASA Spring Conference gathers school and district 
administrators from small districts throughout Washington State to 
assemble and engage in meaningful keynote addresses, best practice 
concurrent sessions, and ongoing participant dialogue around 
critical issues and common interests. Districts with 2,500 students 
or less have unique challenges for district operations, student 
program needs, fiscal limitations, and community expectations. 

Our Call for Presenters closes December 6. Learn more and submit 
your session proposal at www.wasa-oly.org/Spring18. 

Exhibitor registration opens December 14. Conference registration 
opens January 4.

UPLOAD YOUR MEMBERSHIP PHOTO!

If you haven’t already, please help us keep our membership directory up to date by taking a 
moment to upload your photo to your WASA member profile page. If you have questions or 
need assistance, please contact Tricia McCosh at pmccosh@wasa-oly.org. 

http://www.wasa-oly.org/Leg18
http://www.wasa-oly.org/ERNN18
http://nce.aasa.org
http://www.wasa-oly.org/Winter18
http://www.wasa-oly.org/Spring18
mailto:?subject=
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Roll-out survey forms: January 8, 2018
Deadline for return of completed forms: February 12, 2018
Release data: March 29, 2018

SIRS SALARY 
SURVEY 

TIMELINE

Frank Hewins Selected as 
Washington’s 2018 Superintendent 
of the Year 

It was announced at the WASA Superintendents Component 
meeting on November 18 that Frank Hewins, superintendent, 
Franklin Pierce School District, is Washington State’s 2018 
Superintendent of the Year. Frank is also a candidate for the AASA 
National Superintendent of the Year. The national award will 
be announced during the 2018 AASA National Conference on 
Education, which is scheduled for February 15–17 in Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Upon learning of the award, Dr. Hewins stated: “To be recognized 
by my peers for the work we all love and are passionate about is 
an incredible honor. I am truly humbled to receive this award. It 
is also a testament to the day-to-day, student-by-student work of 
the talented and caring School Board, administrators, principals, 
teachers, and support staff of Franklin Pierce Schools. At a time in 
our history where the importance of public education is so critical 
to the future of our country, it is an honor just to be an educational 
leader standing shoulder to shoulder with the amazing men and 
women working in our schools and districts serving the 1.1 million 
students of Washington State.”

The 2018 WASA Winter Conference will offer a “lay of the 
land” presentation on legal matters of critical interest, focused 
on providing information and practical assistance to school 
administrators. The multiple topics to be addressed will assist 
district and building administrators as they seek legal input and/or 
exchange advice and strategies. 

About our Speaker
CHRIS BURTON
Chris spent 14 years as a teacher and coach 
prior to becoming an attorney 16 years ago. 
As an attorney, he represented numerous 
school districts throughout Washington 
State. Chris has conducted over 200 
investigations in Harassment, Intimidation 
and Bullying, Workplace Misconduct, Civil 

Rights, Athletics, and Boundary Invasions. His practical knowledge 
and engaging presentation style has been retained to provide 
staff and administrator trainings in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 
Nevada, Louisiana, and Washington D.C. Chris currently serves as 
the Executive Director of Compliance and Legal Affairs for Issaquah 
School District. 

Agenda
Topics to be addressed through the day include:

• Foundational Principles
• Free Speech
• Social Media
• Public Records Act
• Open Public Meetings
• FERPA
• Maintaining Professional Boundaries
• Investigation Training
• Immigration
• Transgender/Diversity
• Student Discipline

Register now at www.wasa-oly.org/Winter18.

http://www.wasa-oly.org/Winter18
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Recruitment for WASA Board of 
Directors’ Positions
WASA is seeking nominations for the following Board of Directors’ 
leadership positions. Terms begin July 1, 2018. 

1. Superintendents Component Chair-elect (3-year 
commitment) 

2. Instructional Program Administrators Component Chair-elect 
(3-year commitment) 

3. Business and Personnel Administrators Component Chair 
(2-year commitment)

If you are interested in filling one of these WASA Board positions or 
nominating someone, please contact Bill Keim at bkeim@wasa-oly.
org for more information.

ERNN Regional Workshops around bargaining and EHB 2242 will 
be held as follows:

• January 31: ESD 101

• February 7: Red Lion Hotel, SeaTac

• February 28: ESD 105

Registration opens December 6 at www.wasa-oly.org/ERNN18. 

Public education has never been better. WASA is looking for stories on the great learning and 
teaching taking place in our Washington schools. To “Tell Your Story,” please send information, 
pictures, materials, etc., to Tricia McCosh at pmccosh@wasa-oly.org. 

WANT TO TELL 
YOUR STORY? 

The annual WASA/WSSDA/WASBO Legislative Conference is 
an important partnership among school administrators, school 
board directors, and district business managers. It provides the 
opportunity to hear updates on our shared legislative priorities and 
the current education policy landscape. 

Sunday’s program takes place in the Minnaert Center at South 
Puget Sound Community College. Tentative topics/presenters 
include:

• Education Funding Plan, EHB 2242 Implementation
• School Facilities
• Chris Reykdal (Invited)
• Governor Jay Inslee (Invited)
• Hot Topics Briefing

Sunday concludes with a conference reception following the Day on 
the Hill Regional Coordination Meetings. Attendees are welcome 
and encouraged to invite their legislators to attend the reception. 

Monday’s Day on the Hill meetings with legislators take place on 
the Capitol Campus. Attendees will meet with their legislators to 
discuss shared priorities. WSSDA Legislative Committee members 
will schedule these critical meetings and the meeting schedule 
will be posted weekly at www.wasa-oly.org/Leg18 beginning early 
January. 

Register now and view full conference details at www.wasa-oly.org/
Leg18. 

mailto:bkeim%40wasa-oly.org?subject=
mailto:bkeim%40wasa-oly.org?subject=
http://www.wasa-oly.org/ERNN18
http://www.wasa-oly.org/Leg18
http://www.wasa-oly.org/Leg18
http://www.wasa-oly.org/Leg18
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Doyle E. Winter Scholarship for Administrative Leadership in 
Education

Designed to assist talented and committed educational 
administrators as they enhance those skills and abilities needed to 
serve as educational leaders in the field of K–12 public education.

Application Process: March 1–April 25, 2018

PEMCO Robert J. Handy Most Effective Administrator Awards

One highly effective superintendent, central office administrator, 
or building administrator will be selected from a small district (up 
to 500 students), medium-sized district (501–2,000 students), 
and large district (over 2,000 students).

Application Process: January 17–March 21, 2018

WASA HONORARY AWARDS 
State Awards

The state awards include the Golden Gavel, Barbara Mertens 
Legacy, Service to WASA, and WASA Leadership.

Application Process: March 1–May 1, 2018

Region Awards

These awards are handled at the region level and include the 
Award of Merit, WASA Student Achievement Leadership, 
Twenty-Year, Retirement, and Community Leadership.   

Application Process: March 1–May 2018 (deadlines vary by region)

Superintendent of the Year

The Superintendent of the Year program is designed to recognize 
the outstanding leadership of active, frontline superintendents. 

Application Process: May 1–October 1, 2018

To review the criteria for the various awards, visit the WASA website 
at http://bit.ly/2g3DV0W. More information will be included in 
future editions of Hotline.

Upcoming Awards & Scholarships

Just as districts around the state are asked for staff and student demographics, WASA often 
receives requests regarding our members’ gender, race, and ethnicity. This information is 
helpful when specific invitations are made for members to serve on committees, task forces, 
or workgroups. In addition, we are also asked for a mix of geographic area (east/west) and/or 
size of district (small to large) as needed. Please take a moment to update your membership 
profile to assist us in appropriately responding to the requests we receive. Go to WASA’s 
website at www.wasa-oly.org to log in/My WASA Profile/Update. You may also upload a 
photograph onto your profile. 

PLEASE 
UPDATE 

YOUR WASA 
PROFILE

education
northwest

R E S E A R C H  C O R N E R

On the Northwest Matters Blog
Continuous Improvement is Back

Using Collaboration and Data to Create Sustainable School 
Improvement

REL Northwest
Finding the right starting point: Obtaining, Interpreting, and 
Evaluating International Transcripts
Download the free primer here.

http://bit.ly/2g3DV0W
http://www.wasa-oly.org
http://educationnorthwest.org/northwest-matters/continuous-improvement-back
http://educationnorthwest.org/news/using-collaboration-and-data-create-sustainable-school-improvement
http://educationnorthwest.org/news/using-collaboration-and-data-create-sustainable-school-improvement
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/infographics/pdf/REL_NW_Findging_the_Right_Starting_Point_Obtaining,_Interpreting_and_Evaluating_International_Transcripts.pdf
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
360.943.5717 / 800.859.9272 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
360.489.3641 / 360.352.2043 (fax)

• Bill Keim, Executive Director 
bkeim@wasa-oly.org

• Shari Parsons, Executive Assistant
 sparsons@wasa-oly.org

• Alyssa Pietz, Office Assistant/Receptionist 
apietz@wasa-oly.org

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 
360.489.3642

• Dan Steele, Assistant Executive Director
dsteele@wasa-oly.org

• Sheila Chard, Administrative Assistant 
schard@wasa-oly.org

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING  
& MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 
360.489.3640 / 360.352.6873 (fax)

• Helene Paroff, Assistant Executive Director 
hparoff@wasa-oly.org

• Jamie Chylinski, Professional  
Learning Coordinator 
jchylinski@wasa-oly.org

• Lisa Gehman, Professional Learning/
Membership Assistant 
lgehman@wasa-oly.org

• Tricia McCosh, Communications 
pmccosh@wasa-oly.org

ACCOUNTING 
360.489.3643 / 360.352.2043 (fax)

• Eve Johnson, Accountant 
ejohnson@wasa-oly.org

ADMINISTRATIVE OPERATIONS 
360.489.3646

• Andy Wolf, Assistant Executive Director 
awolf@wasa-oly.org

2017–18 WASA OFFICERS 
President: Steve Webb, Vancouver
President-elect: Randy Russell, Freeman 
Past President: Lois Davies, Pateros 
Secretary: Vicki Bates, Auburn 
Treasurer: Corine Pennington, Puyallup

RETURN TO PAGE 1

Region Events—December & January
Many WASA regions conduct monthly gatherings and/or provide activity reports in conjunction with ESD meetings 

(not listed below).

Contact WASA

REGION 101  PRESIDENT—BRIAN TALBOTT 
January 18, 9:30 a.m.–12 p.m. General Member Meeting, NEWESD 

101, Spokane

REGION 105  PRESIDENT—SHANE BACKLUND 
December 14, 8–11:30 a.m.  General Member Meeting, Topic: 

Graduation for Every Student— 
Sunnyside, ESD 105, Yakima 

January 18, 8–11:30 a.m. General Member Meeting, Topic: 
Social Emotional Learning (SEL),  
ESD 105, Yakima

REGION 108  PRESIDENT—RON SPANJER 
January 5, 12 p.m. General Member Meeting, ESD 189, 

Anacortes

REGION 110 PRESIDENT—TAMMY CAMPBELL
January 19, 12–1:30 p.m.  General Member Meeting, Topic: 

Leading for the Improvement of 
Learning and Teaching, by New 
Leaders, PSESD, Renton

REGION 111  PRESIDENT—AMY MCFARLAND 
December 8, 7:30–8:30 a.m.  General Member Meeting, Topic: Telling 

Stories/Board Appreciation, Fife School 
District Administrative Center, Fife 

January 18, 3–5:30 p.m. Special Mini Conference, ESSA and 
Equity Access, Pierce County Skills 
Center, Puyallup

January 26, 7:30–8:30 a.m.  General Member Meeting, Fife School 
District Administrative Center, Fife 

REGION 112  PRESIDENT—ANDREW KELLY 
January 12, 10 a.m.–12 p.m.  General Member Meeting, ESD 112, 

Vancouver 

REGION 114  PRESIDENT—DANA ROSENBACH 
December 8, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.  General Member Meeting, ESD 114, 

Room 202, Bremerton 
January 26, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.  General Member Meeting, ESD 114, 

Room 202, Bremerton 

REGION 171  PRESIDENT—TOM VENABLE 
December 7, 9:30 a.m.–12 p.m.  General Member Meeting, NCESD, 

Confluence Technology Center, 
Wenatchee

January 18, 9:30 a.m.–12 p.m.  General Member Meeting, NCESD, 
Cottonwood Retreat Center, 
Wenatchee

mailto:prosier%40wasa-oly.org?subject=Hotline
mailto:sparsons%40wasa-oly.org?subject=
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